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By Jim Hoagland
Washiniston Post Forelrn Service
RABAT, Aug. 23—The

- short, handsomeé man in
Tfront of the ecameras might
-well have heen a member of
Emopes social elite caught
up in a mninor but news-

: worthy scandal.

Dressed in an expensive

. iiExuglish-cut, dark-blue suit,

- and speaking flawless

News An ulyszs

‘!‘."-5[;'

: I‘rench he fended off ques-
- tions from French journal- °

lsts, singling them out by
:name and chiding them for
past articles,

.. The embattled figure was
iin fact Morocco’s Hassan 1I,

Can Arab .king, the last im-
- portant monarch on the Af-
 ylean continent, inheritor of
~the 1,100-year-old Alaouite
“dynasty . throne that came
frclose to. being toppled last

: ,week

7 The kmg met newsmen
Monday night it a eynTae
"shaded white palace ¢
-rounded by Arabic arches
‘and splashing. fountains,
.Pleceded by sword-carrying
:guards. singing hymns of
Allah, Hassan
cquickly made it clear that
< his Morocco looks West, not
“to the Arab or Afucan
worlds,

7~ 'While specaking disdain.
~fully of Arab leaders and or-

<Banizations, the king held’
rup the United States and _
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France
lized behavior. To illustrate
points, he used American
golfing terms, French song
titles and a reference ta the
Sharon Tate murders.

. The remarks would have
scemed  strangely  discon-
nected from reality if they
had come {rom another
leader of the Third World,
but the imprint of the West
is strong not only on Moroc-

.co’s youthful monarch but

also on {*s cities, its edu-
cated elite and its armed
forces,. which look toward
Paris and Wrshington in-
stead of Cairo.

TTassan’s survival of last
week’s airborne  assassina-
tion attempt has brought
into sharp focus the tmpor-
tant YFrench, America; and

British interests that con’

verge in thig country, whkich
the king proudly noted
“guards the Mediterranean,”
Whether it will "affeet

" these interests is still not

clear, but it has certainly
made the heavy-forcign in.
volvement. in Motocco sub-
jeet No. 1 for Rabat’s rumor
mills tvs week.

A summary of the events
of the past week reads like a
contrived script designed to
disclose mutual dependen-
cies that Hassan and the
West have encouraged:

As Hassan returns from a
vacation in Frande—which
still exercises a strong eco-

nomic and cultural hold on
its ex-protectorate 16 years .
after | indep.endence,-'—_"hi§‘ ’

as models of civi-

' .OII'\III‘]IL

American jetliner is strafed
by threé jet fighters sup-
plicd to Morocco by the-
United States under a $15
million-a-year military as-
sistance program,

A TFrench bodyguard is
wounded in the attack. Two
of the plotters flee *o Gi-

-braltar, but are hustled back

by the DBritish, who appar-
ently cooperate with the Mo-
roccans in interrogating the
fwo rebel pilots, .
Until now, Hassan’s tlose
and sometimes secret tics to
the West have stirred no im-
portant controversy in the
country. Like the king,
many of his -educated sub-
jeets scem to regard the
firm links to France and the
United States favorably, es- -
pecially since both have pro-
vided huge- amounts of aid

to NMorocceo.

Such aid is “basically po-
\itically motivated,” says
sae senior American official
Aere, “to help maintain a fa-
vorable position with an im-
portant government that,
unlike so many other coun-
tries in this arca, is not in-
ward-looking and ncurotie.”

Even . opposition political
parties, which bitterly eriti-
cize every aspect of the

king's - domestic policies,
tread soMly on the poten-
tially emotional issue ' of

neo-colon.alism.

“We *are too. strategically
located to be able to make
enemics,” an  opposition
leader said when asked if he
would radically change the

a@@mﬁ S j

* pitched rivalry for

| @%E.S_.TATINTL

king’s; fdl;éign ) 15()-11vcy. “Wa

must plotect ourselves by
remaining friends w1th cy-
eryone.”

‘@ah %

For their part, the B1g'

Three Western powers. seem
to feel that Moroceco is. too
vital for them to engage in a
influ-

ence, The traces of competi- -

tion and mutual undercut-
ting scem to be slight in
comparison to other arecas
where Americans have. at-
tempted to replace a falter-
ing TFrench position, such as

Lebanon, parts of French- -

speaking Africa and, at one

time, Vietnam.

The impact of 44 years of
TFrench rule on this tempér-
.ate country, which is a mix-
ture of golden sunshine,
snow-peaked mountains and
arid plains dotted with or-
ange groves, is immediately
_visible,

In most Arab countries,
CSunday is -a work day and
Friday the Moslem holy day
of rest. Herd, although the
population is 98 per cent
‘Moslém, government offices

and stores observe the
Christian Sabbath, S
Educatled city-dwellers

speak fluent French, follow
Paris -fashions avidly and
begin the
croissant and cafe au lait,
The “European”
Moroceeo's towns are dotted

with small French hotels .

morning with -

parts of

and restaurants, and resem- -
ble urban areas in France’s :

Midi.
Wlnle there is some re-

eontimag
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U.S: Mainfains
Close Ties
With Moroceo

'BY WILLLAM J. COUGHLIN
| Times Statf Wriler
RABAT, Morocco —
. Foreign correspondents
have spent a great deal of
time shutiling between
the kingdom -of Jordan
+and the kingdom of Mor-
occo in recent years,
. covering attempts to as-
.sassinate - or «overthrow
“two of the last three kings
in the Arab world.
T King Hissein of Jordan

i . weathered the 1970-71 ef-

fort™ by the 'Palestinian
guerrillas to’ overthrow his
regime. ' T

© Now, -King Hassan IIféf'

Morocco has escaped the
second attempt on his life
- within little more than a
' year. King Faisal of Saudi
JArabia thus far has ap-
peared immune to such
mundane problems.
Close U.S. Tics
An-interesting aspect of
all this is the close Ameri-
can relationship with all
three monarchies. The
bond between the United
States. and Saudi Arabia
- obviously is an economic
/one based on oil and the
- fortunes of Aramco, lar-
gest American oil compa-
ny in the Aliddle East
- which maintains close ties
to King Faisal.
King Hussein of Jordan

has relied hegvily on U.S..

- financial aid to balance his
budget since the ouster of
the IFedayeen cost him his
. subsidy from both Libya
and Kuwait.

But it is here in Morocco,
which fronts not only on

. the Mediterranean but on”

" the Atlantic, that the U.S.
presence in the Arab

world has - unusual side-*

lights..
© . Strategic Airfield
There is a good-sized
American military mission
still in Morocco, “although
n(\thmg Ato Amrmn A aesit ]
the 7500 1 Approved

i
l.
|
|
4

men who were here when
_the Strategic. Air Com-
mand . byilt such huge
bases as Nouasseur,
1 which was then one of the
largest airfields in the

tion alone cost $115 mil-
lion. :

|  Those base agreements
cwere’ made with the
T-'I“rench when Paris ruled
baseg flew the French tri-
color, ;7 t as the hased

today in Thailand nomin-
® ally are Thai bases and un-
der command of the Thai
air force.
Morocco does not have
the strategic importance
today it bhad then nor
would such a U.S. military
establishment seem appro-
priate in a country which
rained its  independence
from France and Spain 16
years ago.
But there are about 700
U.5. military, including

ccan air base at Kenitra;

| from which Moroccan air

“force American-built
Northrop IF-5s tdok off
Aug. 16 in the attempt to
assassinate King Hassan
by shooting down his
Boeing airliner.

- This fact quickly led to
charges from elsewhere in
tha Arah world that the
“Americans, and in particu-
lar the CIA, were involved
in the effort to get rid of
Hassan, although no con-
vineing reasons were ad-

vanced as to why they

should be,

- Afternoen Off’
te;l;lzle }chargcs were: coul-
Us DY a report from

W 30urces that the
Americans could not have
heeny involved hecause
«rna of them was on the
Late at the time, This
peemed almost as suspi-
oinuy as {f it had been ac-
knewledped that the CIA
had been Involved.  Why,
otherwise, would all 700

©Americang have bolted the
hare unless they had ad-
vance knowledge of the
Ccoup attempt? -
According to a later em-
i - bassy story, what had hap-
pened was that the Moroc-
can air commander had
asked those Americans
working on the operation-

nart Al e hoa

world and whose construe- -

much of Morocco and the.

used by the' U.S, Alr Force

dependents, on the Moroe- -

STATINTL
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arca, to leave their pm.f(»

about 2:30 p.m., more than
an hour before the planes
attempted to' shoot down
the king as his airliner ap-
proached the Mediter-
rancan coast on a flight
i from TParis. This was not

* an unusual request since it

had previously been made,
‘on occasions when foreign
dignitaries such as Sovict
President Nikolai V. Pod-
gorny were arriving at the
base by air. -

Only after U.S: residents -
saw and lieard of the strafl- -

ing of the, Rabat airport
and the abortive attempt
to shoot down the king's
Boeing did they learn why
they got an afternoon off.

There are another 600 or
so Americans operaling a
¢ o pununications  facility

for the 6th Fleet and for

Polaris missile submarines
‘at Side Yahia, bringing
the U.S. military total
here to about 1,300,

The U.S, air bases them-
selves were withdrawn in
1963 by mutual
‘ment. ,

“There is a

lion a vear, administered
by the Morocean-U.S. Liai-
son Office, known of
course as MUSLO, _
Va Total U.S. assistance to
Moroceo undet an aid pro-
gram which hegan in 1857
totaled $728 million
through fiscal 1971, Major
emphasis in the program
has been on agriculture,

with” AID providing agri-

_cultural scetor loans to the
government at a rate as
“high ag 810 million an-
nually.

\'Vhea't,_ 0i}, Cotton '

The United States also '

has been providing large
quantities of wheat, vege-
table oils and cotton under
‘the Public Law 480 pro-
_gram, . .

Royal Air Maroc, the na-
tional airline, has pur-

“ chased two Boeing 727 air--

craft and has announced
its intention of buying five
more, with one of these al-

ready ordered for delivery

in 1973.
The Moroccan govern-
ment ig also sceking more

.o B

agree-

miliary aid ‘
- program of about $15 mil- -

joint ventures for explora-
tion for minerals and oil.
Three U.S. oil firms are
currently exploring off the
Atlantic coast of Morocco.

American hotel interests
here include Ramada Inns
and Ioliday Inn, which
currently is engaged in a
slight squabble with the
government over just how

‘Tucrative its contract

should be.

Tan American has

enough flights in and out.

of Casablanca, just seven

hours fromi New York, so

_gometimes - sounds .

. Embassy,

that the crew Hotel Samir '
at nearby Mohammedia
‘ more |
like an ‘American sorority
housze than a Moroccan ”
hostelry. ’ :

There also are about 130G - e

Peace Corps members in
Morocco and a staff of
some 65 for the American
U.S, Informa-

tion Service and AID. -~
U.S. Treaty in 1787
UG relations with Mor- .

“occo dale Dback to 1787
when the two nations ne- .

gotiated a treaty of peace
and friendship which now
is the longest unbroken
treatv relationship in U.S.
history A letter from
President Ccorge Wash-
ington to the Sultan of
Moroceo adorns a wall of

the U.S. embassy here,

The American Consulate

at Tangier iz the oldest

U.S. diplomatic post in the
world. :

With all of this going.
me certainly would have
diffieulty finding reaste.» .
far the CIA to try to brea/
it up. .
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BY FRANKLIN DUNLAP

%‘ WAS reading Arthur Miller's
1§ “Death of a Salesman”™ when
I came upon the line where Uncle
Ben says, “Why, boys, when 1 was
17 I walked into the jungle and when
- I was 21 I walked out, and by God
I was rich!” Unfortunately, I stopped
reading right there and went fo sce
Greg, who worked in the pet shop.
Between us, we pooled $500.° Then
-along came Jonathan, a young writer.,
“Wow,” said Jonathan, “will you
guys cut me in? I have $200 I would
like to invest!” His faith was so

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700140001-1
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How a would-be African trader
eft Chicago on the road

fo riches and wound up at a
~ dead-end in old Momcco o

It would work this way: I would
buy only a one-way ticket to Tangier,
Morocco. I would have $200 to live
on and $200 to buy animals. Greg and
Jonathan would ‘sell my first ship-
ment ‘at 100 per cent markup and
return . $400 proceeds within one
month. In 12 months, as anyone could
cleverly see, we would have over
$400,000 capital by doubling our money
every month,

We called our little venture Noah
and ordered a box of attractive belge
business cards with a lion’s footprint
in the corner. The cards read: Col-
lectors, Continental Africa. With these

stuffing my pockets, I boarded the

p!:me at O'Hare. “You are really
going to Africa,” my wife said look-

ine at ma with hioc avee “Wa will

~

the ponies run at Longchamps in

Paris in the summer.” She locked.

back blankly. “Beware the eycball
viper,” warned Greg
“Why, boys,” I said, waving my new
corduroy cap, bought to protect my
business brain from the African sun,
“when I was 17 I walked into the
jungle and when I was 21 . , .»
“Goodby, geodby,” they said.

We did not intend to ship white
rhinoceroses by the pair at $12,689
right off. In fact, our intentions to

start were suitably modest: Morocco

was the most accessible of African
countries [from our simple-minded
geographical perspective], and we
}\]vo(;dd begin there, shipping what they
a

Thov had nreaninne 3441

Moy had

disarming it deserve Apnroved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700140001-1 oy ¢
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: While the Central Intelligence
GENERAL Agency has suffered, during gthese

c I A last few years, many setbacks and

oleFle ~  even fiascos by using inadequate

.- persoinel in Latin America, it has just scored
heavily in Morocco, thanks to a veteran of the ser-

vice, General Mohammed Oufkir, the ministér of

the interior of Hassan II. :

Hassan, who like his father, Sultan Mohammed
V, is heavily backed by the U.S., survived an at-
tempted palace revolution of the kind that recently
toppled British-backed King Idriss of Libya. The
attempted coup was foiled by Oufkir, whose con-
nection with the unvouchered funds dates back to
World War II and the Office of Strategic Services
(0.8.8.), which preceded the CIA as America’s / .
cloak-and-dagger agency.

Oufkir, who is not an Arab, but a tall, raw-
boned and straight-nosed Berber from the Atlas
Mountains, was one of the extremely rare native
officers serving in the Tirailleurs Marocains back
in 1942, when he was first approached on behalf
of the O.S.S. President Roosevelt was preparing
the invasion of French North Africa and a flock
of U.S. “relief workers” had descended on French
Morocco, making contacts. They recruited General
Bethouart, Oufkir’s superior, to help with the
scheduled landing of U.S. forces at Casablanca ¢
and Oufkir went along with the deal.

On the eve of the landings, however, the French
Navy, which had remained loyal to Marshal Pe-
tain, arrested Bethouart and his principal hench-
men, including Oufkir.

In 1954, when the Eisenhower Administration
leased bases in Spain for the U.S. forces and ob-
tained from General Franco the permission to use
Spanish Morocco 'to organize guerilla raids into
French Morocco, Oufkir, who had returned from
a stint in Indochina, where he had served in the
French forces, appeared in Spanish Morocco,
where the C.I.A. directed operations against the
French. He has stayed on the C.I.A. payroll ever

. since, his main assignment being to guard the
Moroccan monarch against the many conspiracies
and plots which sprout in the Arab world like
patches of hashish after a rainstorm.

Now Oufkir, by helping to thwart the attempted
coupe by the “extremist,” pro-Palestinian guerillas
faction, has proven his value to the Zionist CIA.
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RABATTha hest fabld In
Moroceo Is ungquestionalbly the’
ons get hy King Bassan II for-
distinguished gucsts, But & cer-
{ain ambiguity hovered over the:
lunchean that was served yesters
day to Vice President Spiro T.
Avnew,

10 was sl golely that ths

N best chel was among the
hundred © or s0  peprsons  who.
were shot to death hy rebels
at another Juncheon given just’
two weeks g0 at the summer.
palace in nearby Skhirat. Seme
of the rmbiguity conceined the
~guest of honor himsell, as rep-
“resentative of the United States.
Goveriment. R

That Government vow finds,
itself not only criticized et home
for being overly friendly to the-
Yassan regime, but also accused.
"in Morocde of having incited the
plot {o overtbrow the King, -

Arpericans In  contact with-
Woroccans here are freguently:
the target of more or lcss
puarded questions about & pos-
gible link between the Contral
JIntelligence Agency and themil-
itary conspirators. One minor
official was more forthright”
“Certainly, it was a CLA. job,”
he said angrily, “General Med-
bouly was their man, Didn't he
go {0 Washington cight times?
“Didn’t he take their complaint

sbout Fan American to thg,

King?” ‘

Gen.  Mohammed  RMedbouh,”
" pamed by the Ring as theprin-
cipal plotter, did in fact-—afler

& trip to Washington last April,
.convey & protest from Pan

American World Airways that’
it was Deing shaken down for

$7-million in connection with =

hotel project in Casablanca. M*

developed that the racket was®

far bigger. The “fixer,” who
said he wag aciing for the King,

was jailed for a time, and a

number of officials, including
- four Ministers, were dismissed.

o
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A& Cdiplomat  acknowledged
weanily
i¢ in the Skhiret incident was',

frife, but T called the whole
thing “absurd.” He pointed (o

Woroced's locstion as the pate-.
way to {he Mezditerraneen, and
jmplied that United States pol
fcy here would be no different”
from that in Spain end Greece,
Thore, for “strategic” reasoms, |
the United States aids othar au-
thoritarian rightist yegimes, h

Fow sccure is this one s ane
other question, The fact thatthe.
Agnew visit was cut from twos
days 10 one hecause of scourily
problems appeared to  contra-
dict XKing Massan’s contention-
that his regirac had  omnorged
from the Skhirat putsch stronger
ithan before. : -

Nothing tronspired last week,

ght on the mo-,
tives or tactics of the rebels.
But a conscnsus of the informed
Moroceens with whom this re-
poriez has talked is {hat at
least a majority of tha officers”
involved were eager 1o purge
the country of “corruption and
dohezuchery,” to quote aphrace
convmen ammong  critics of the
regime. .

4 striking phenomenon  hias
been the apparent passivity of
the public. A wezk-long tour of
the political capital of Rabat,
the southern capital of Maira-
Lesh and the cconomic capital
of Casablanca  demonstrated
why. '

Morocco is a beauliful coun-
g1y, 1t s well endovied by na-
ture with rich plaing, snow-
capped mountains that shed &
decent amount of water, large

-deposits of phosphates, some

coal, iron and other minerals
end encirnous possibilities for
{ourism-—bundreds of miles of
heaches, ski slopes galore, fascl-
nating folklore and some good
French roads.

Thess resources arve being de-
veloped, but hardly any faster
than the growth rate of the
population: 3.3 per cent & year.
"he average per capita income
i3 cstimateo ab less than §180
a year, a figure that conceals
# catastrophic inequality in the
distribuiion of wealth,

Yoreipn observers estimate
urban unemployment at up to
25 per cent. The lack of johs:
discourages parenls from malk-
jng the sactifice necded to send
children 1o school, and illiteracy
s put at 20 per cente i

4

Vith  Government

cral wage increase of 13 peor

_cont since Moroceo became ine

dependent i 1956-—corruption
j5 described a8 conpuonplace. A
businessman  favorable to the
regime, but fearful about its sia-
bility, said tlat a civil-service
epplicant had {o kick back one-
third of his pay and that this
sort of graft preveiled through
all lavels of Tusiness and Gov-
crament, )

Worocco is & constitutional
wonzrehy on paper, but the
{wo big opposilion parties ere
not represented in Parliament;
they boycotted the referendum
and clections last ycar bucause
they held that the new consli-
tution made the Parliament a
rubber stamp. )

The 1wo parties are the Na-
tionalist Istiglal and the left-
nationalist Union Nationzle des
Yorcezs  Populaires, both of
which were active in resistance
{o il French protectorate and

3 t zed, ealaries’
that tallk of a1 CLAW lov—-there has beenn one gen-
. h

which obtained the retwn of

Mohammied V, father of King
Massan, to the throne. Both
have Jed the Governisent in the
past. '

The JYstiglal is permitted to
publish two daily newspapers,
one in Arabic and. the other in
Treach, but one of its cditors
was imprisoned recently  and
the papers Thait their criticism
to such things as hospital con-
ditions, 'The corruption scandal
of lzst April was not published
here.

The UN.FP, which feadsthe
nation’s largest labor fedevation,
has been crippled by the arrest
or exile of many of its militant
cadres, 193 of whom are on
irial for their lives in Marra-
Lesh. They sre accused of plot-
ting against the regime.

Some observers friendly fo
¥ing Hassan feel that he should
now iurn to the opposition for
support. “There is & fecling here
that he's got to change,” one of

thom said, But he was not op-

timistic.

Y PR
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